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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

This  report  is  on  the  work  done  by  your  former  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Laurie.  I have  to  record  that  he  resigned  on 
obtaining  a post  in  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland.  He 
left  at  the  end  of  November,  1956. 

I am  sure  he  would  wish  me  to  thank  all  those  who  were  of 
assistance  to  him  during  his  period  of  service. 

He  was  the  first  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  hold 
this  combined  appointment.  It  is  never  an  easy  task  to  be  first  to 
hold  a new  appointment.  He  set  up  and  staffed  a new  office  and 
left  it  on  a firm  basis.  This  is  a report  on  his  last  year’s  work  so  I 
can  make  little  comment  on  the  events  of  the  year  in  the  district, 
but  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  some  items  of  importance 
and  interest. 

In  the  statistical  section  of  the  report,  infectious  diseases 
notified  were  very  low  indeed.  Generally  it  seems  it  has  been  a 
year  of  low  prevalence. 

Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  Chief  Health  Inspector’s 
report  on  meat  inspection.  To  attain  100%  inspection  with  a small 
staff,  when  animals  may  be  slaughtered  at  any  time  during  the  week 
is  a praiseworthy  effort  indeed.  Co-operation  of  the  slaughtermen 
and  butchers  is  good  but  a considerable  amount  of  overtime  is 
worked  by  your  staff  to  provide  this  service. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  diseased  meat  prevented  from 
reaching  the  shops  and  the  housewife,  that  it  is  a very  essential  part 
of  the  Health  Department  work.  Handling  of  diseased  meat  by 
the  butcher  and  housewife  could  cause  transfer  of  organisms  to  the 
individuals  at  home  with  serious  consequences. 
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The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  force  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  Health  Inspectors  have  done  some 
work  in  this  connection  but  there  has  been  limitation  because  of  the 
considerable  pressure  of  work.  Priority  has  been  given  to  dealing 
with  unfit  houses. 

These  regulations  lay  down  requirements  in  respect  of  (i)  the 
cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls  etc.  and  of  apparatus  and 
equipment,  (ii)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food,  (iii)  the  cleanliness 
of  persons  engaged  in  handling  food  and  of  their  clothing,  and  the 
action  to  be  taken  where  they  suffer  from,  or  are  carriers  of,  certain 
infections,  (iv)  the  construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.  and  the  facilities 
to  be  provided,  and  (v)  the  temperature  at  which  certain  foods  that 
are  particularly  liable  to  transmit  disease  are  to  be  kept  in  food 
premises. 

An  important  piece  of  legislation,  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  was 
closely  studied. 

One  step  needed  to  investigate  atmospheric  pollution  is  the 
setting  up  of  measuring  stations  in  your  area.  Observation  of 
domestic  chimneys  shows  a source  of  much  of  the  pollution. 

Progress  in  the  matter  will  not  be  rapid.  Much  would  be  done 
if  cheaper  smokeless  fuels  were  available.  Most  people  would  use 
the  cheapest  and  little  persuasion  would  be  needed  if  it  was  a 
satisfactory  fuel. 

I am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  your  Health  Department  and  the 
staff  at  my  Alfreton  Office  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this 
report. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  — General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . 4,636 

Population  (Estimated)  . . . . . . . . 24,080 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . . . 7,570 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  ..  ..  7,099 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £190,782 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  , . . . £763 

Population  per  Acre  . . . . . . ..  5.19 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  registered  . . . . . . . . 378 

Still  Births  registered  . . . . . . . . 11 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 15.7 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.98)  15.39 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 15.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  28.38 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 23.0 

DEATHS 

Deaths  registered . . . . 275 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 1 1.42 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1.24)  14. 16 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  11.7 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.56 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  . . . . 12 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ..  ..  31.75 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 23.8 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age. . 11 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age . . 1 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  . . . . 9 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 23.81 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 16.9 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.125 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.109 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms  . . . . . . 0.083 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  0.012 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  . . . . . . 0.415 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales 0.407 

Cancer,  Other  Forms  . . . . . . . . 1.329 

Cancer,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  . . 1.668 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

All  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  throughout 
the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Heanor  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the 
area. 


Medical  Practitioners  send  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  their  practice.  Their  excellent  co-operation  ensures 
that  investigation  can  be  carried  out  into  suspected  cases  of  food 
poisoning,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis  etc.,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Some  notifications  come  primarily  by  telephone.  This  is 
much  appreciated. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  diseases  and  undiag- 
nosed illnesses  come  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
diseases,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar  General. 
This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prevalent  disease 
in  the  County,  or  surrounding  Districts  or  Towns. 

POPULATION 

It  was  estimated  that  at  the  30th  June  1956,  the  population  of 
the  Urban  District  was  24,080.  This  is  a decrease  of  30  from  the 
number  estimated  at  the  same  time  in  1955.  The  gradual  fall  which 
commenced  in  1951  continued. 

The  population  trenlCfor  the  years  1946 — 1956  is  shown  in 
Table  4. 
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BIRTHS. 


378  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a crude 
birth  rate  per  thousand  WBBBBk  of  the  population  of  15.7.  This 
figure  can  be  compared  with  the  England  and  Wales  rate  of  15.7  by 
the  application  of  the  comparability  factor.  This  year  the  factor  of 
0.98  gives  a birth  rate  for  comparative  purposes  of  15.36. 

Reference  to  Table  4 will  show  the  birth  rates  for  the  last  ten 
years. 

DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES 

Table  5 gives  details  of  the  275  deaths  registered. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  previous  years,  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system  were  responsible  for  the  largest  number  of 
deaths,  namely,  seventy-two  males  and  seventy-five  females. 

This  total  of  147  can  be  further  analysed  by  breaking  it  down 
into  smaller  groups  of  distinct  diseases  and  shows  that  fifty-two 
deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  forty-three 
to  coronary  disease  and  forty  to  other  diseases  of  the  heart.  The 
remaining  twelve  deaths  in  this  group  were  from  various  diseases  of 
the  circulatory  system. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  forty-two  deaths.  The  largest 
single  group  was  from  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus  this  causing 
the  deaths  of  nine  males  and  one  female.  Reference  to  the  Summary 
of  Statistics  will  show  that  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
population  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  is  only  slightly  higher  that  than 
for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  thirty-two  persons  dying  from  other 
forms  of  cancer,  give  a rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  lower 
than  the  England  and  Wales  figure. 

Table  6 gives  details  of  the  five  persons  who  died  from  Tuber- 
culosis. The  Summary  of  Statistics  shows  that  the  death  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  are  this 
year  slightly  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate. 

Seven  of  the  thirteen  fatal  accidents  which  occurred  were  seen 
to  be  as  a result  of  Home  Accidents.  These  involved  two  men  and 
five  women,  between  the  ages  of  sixty-two  and  eighty.  Six  of  the 
deaths  followed  falls. 

Two  men  died  in  motor  vehicle  accidents.  They  were  involved 
in  collisions  whilst  riding  a motor  cycle  and  a pedal  cycle. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  twelve  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year  give  a rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  31.75  (see  Table  4 for  the 
rates  for  the  last  ten  years).  This  is  seen  to  be  lower  than  last  year 
but  is  still  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  figure.  Nine  of  these 
deaths  were  in  children  under  four  weeks  of  age,  seven  being  due 
either  to  a congenital  malformation  or  premature  birth. 

1956  was  a rather  quiet  year  from  the  infectious  disease  point 
of  view,  there  being  only  206  cases  notified.  The  infectious  disease 
tables  show  that  more  than  half  of  this  number  is  made  up  of  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough. 

All  but  two  of  the  109  cases  were  notified  in  children  of  school 
age  and  under,  and  occurred  mainly  in  the  Spring  and  early  Summer. 

Other  infectious  diseases  notified  were  : Pneumonia  (34), 
Scarlet  Fever  (27),  Tuberculosis  (15),  Measles  (10),  Dysentery  (5), 
Poliomyelitis  (2),  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (2),  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
(1)  and  Erysipelas  (1). 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  give  details  of  age,  sex  distribution, 
seasonal  incidence  etc.  of  these  diseases. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications  have  again  risen  to  fifteen  after  last  years  lowest 
ever  recorded  number  of  ten.  (See  Table  7 for  incidence  over  last 
ten  years).  New  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  ten 
males  and  three  females  at  various  ages  ranging  from  one  to  sixty- 
nine. 


The  two  non-respiratory  cases  were  notified  in  females  in  the 
twenty-five  to  forty-five  age  group. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Nottingham  Area  No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried 
out  a survey  in  Heanor  during  the  period  14th  September  to  1st 
October,  1956. 

A total  of  2,962  persons  were  examined  of  which  1,407  were 
members  of  the  general  public.  The  remaining  1,555  were  school 
children  although  769  of  this  number  were  from  a school  outside 
the  Urban  District.  The  response  by  Heanor  Schools  was  not  so 
good  as  in  the  previous  survey  in  1955  but  the  numbers  of  the  general 
public  attending  were  the  same  although  this  was  considered  to  be 
somewhat  disappointing  in  1955. 
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In  the  Heanor  residents  examined  one  case  of  active  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  was  found  giving  a low  incidence  of  .04%  whilst  the 
two  cases  for  observation  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  discovered 
also  give  the  rather  low  incidence  of  .09%.  These  three  cases  were 
referred  to  a Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  the  case  of  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
one  case  for  observation  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  normal 
films  when  examined  previously,  thereby  indicating  the  value  of 
periodic  X-Rays. 

TABLE  1 


BIRTHS 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live 

199 

172 

371 

4 

3 

1 

Still  . . 

7 

4 

11 

- 

- 

- 

TABLE  2 

STILLBIRTHS  — 1946-1956 


Year 

Number 

\ 

Rate  per  thousand  Births. 
Live  and  Still. 

1946 

13 

28.69 

1947 

18 

31.99 

1948 

17 

33.93 

1949 

12 

26.37 

1950 

15 

36.58 

1951 

7 

17.03 

1952 

11 

35.42 

1953 

13 

32.66 

1954 

13 

33.94 

1955 

7 

21.53 

1956 

11 

28.38 
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TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Irfan  t 
Deaths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 
of  age 

5 

6 

11 

1 

- 

1 

Under  4 weeks 
of  age 

4 

4 

8 

1 

_ 

1 

TABLE  4 

RATES  — COMPARATIVE  TABLES  — 1946-1956 
Population  ; Births  and  Deaths  ; Infant  Mortality 


Year 

Population 

(Estimated) 

Birth 

rate 

(per  1000  of 
population) 

Death 

rate 

(per  1000  of 
population) 

Infant 

Mortality  rate 

(per  1000  live 
births) 

1946 

23,270 

18.90 

10.48 

61.36 

1947 

23,720  I 

22.93 

10.20 

29.35 

1948 

24,190 

20.00 

9.26 

47.52 

1949 

24,350 

18.19 

10.47 

51.91 

1950 

24,360 

16.21 

11.65 

27.84 

1951 

24,350 

16.59 

10.43 

32.17 

1952 

24,220 

14.61 

8.67 

31.07 

1953 

24,130 

15.95 

10.69 

38.96 

1954 

24,150 

15.32 

8.70 

10.81 

1955 

24,110 

13.19 

10.33 

50.31 

1956 

24,080 

15.70 

11.42 

31.75 
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TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

M. 

3 

F. 

Total 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

- 

2 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

9 

1 

10 

12. 

„ „ Breast 

- 

7 

7 

13. 

„ „ Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

13 

9 

22 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

15 

37 

52 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

34 

9 

43 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

2 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

22 

37 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

12 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

- 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

- 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

13 

12 

25 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

- 

2 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

5 

11 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

- 

- 

All  Causes 

145 

130 

275 
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TABLE  6 


tuberculosis  1956  : New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New  < 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  one  vear  . . 
1— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

2 

J 



2 

1 



I 

1 

45— 

4 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

65  and  upwards  . . 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

10 

3 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

2 

TABLE  7 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  1946 — 1956 


Year 

Respiratory 

Total 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

1946 

7 

12 

19 

1 

1 | 

2 

21 

1947 

- 

- 

14 

- 

3 

17 

1948 

11 

11 

22 

6 

1 

7 

29 

1949 

14 

8 

22 

3 

3 

6 

28 

1950 

9 

6 

15 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1951 

10 

11 

21 

- 

4 

4 

25 

1952 

19 

12 

31 

1 

2 

3 

34 

1953 

12 

6 

18 

— 

4 

4 

22 

1954 

10 

9 

19 

1 

3 

4 

23 

1955 

7 

1 

8 

1 

1 

| 2 

| 

10 

1956 

10 

3 

13 

- 

2 

2 

15 

12 


TABLE  9 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 

Seasonal  Incidence 


TABLE  10 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
1946-1956  ALL  AGES. 
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1946 

1947  . . 

1948  . . 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  . 

PROVISION  OF  CLINICS 


Ante  Natal  Clinic 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 


DERBYSHIRF  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

County  Clinic,  Wilmot  Street,  Heanor 

Telephone  : Langley  Mill  3149. 
1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

. . Monday,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
1.30  to  4 p.m. 

1st  Tuesday  morning  and  5th 
Wednesday  afternoon  (By 
appointment). 

Saturday  mornings.  (Doctor  in 
attendance. 

Friday  afternoons. 

. . By  appointment. 


Eye  Clinic 


Minor  Ailment  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  . . 
Speech  Therapy  Cinic 


Working  Men’s  Club,  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  . . 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday,  1.30  to  4 p.m. 


REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Chest  Clinic 

County  Clinic,  Albert  Street, 

Ilkeston  ..  ..  ..  Wednesday,  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

and  2 to  4 p.m. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3, 4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

35 

35 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

123 

111 

1 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

4 

Total 

162 

146 

1 

- 

16 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

\ 

- 

• 

ture  (S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

I 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

! 

- 

1 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  (a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

| - 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes  . . 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

i 

_ 

] 

Total 

5 

5 

- 

1 

- 

i 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc. 

31 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets. . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Others  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  . . 

36 

1 

- 

- 

7 


' 


. 


. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1956. 

As  previously  stated  in  my  last  Report  difficulty  had  been 
experienced  in  obtaining  extra  clerical  assistance  for  the  Department. 
In  March,  however,  Mr.  D.  A.  Richards  was  appointed  as  Clerical 
Assistant  but  terminated  his  appointment  during  the  month  of 
December. 

Throughout  the  year  Housing  has  been  in  the  fore-front  of  our 
activities  : an  intensive  effort  being  made  to  “break  the  back”  of 
the  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  This  to  a large  extent  was  ac- 
complished, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  during  1957  the  programme 
for  dealing  with  sub-standard  houses  will  have  been  completed. 

This  effort,  of  course,  has  had  repercussions  in  other  spheres 
of  our  work  in  as  much  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  undertake  a 
survey  of  food  premises  with  particular  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that  the  demands  made 
on  the  staff  of  the  Department  in  dealing  with  complaints  arising 
out  of  coal  mining  subsidence,  increase  from  year  to  year. 

In  co-operation  with  the  local  branch  of  the  East  Midlands 
Gas  Board,  a film  show  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  19th 
July.  The  programme  which  lasted  about  two  hours,  included  the 
showing  of  the  following  films  : — 

(1)  Guilty  Chimneys. 

(2)  Keep  it  Clean. 

(3)  None  to  Trouble  Nobody. 

(4)  It  Comes  from  Coal. 

(5)  Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning. 

thus  dealing  in  the  main  with  air  pollution,  the  problems  of  hous'ng 
the  elderly  and  food  hygiene. 

To  the  show  were  invited  officials  and  members  of  nearby  local 
authorities,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  subjects  dealt  with  proved 
of  particular  interest. 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1956 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  . . . . 545 

Premises  inspected  on  complaint  . . . . . . . . 144 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Inhabited  Structures  . . . . 39 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drainage  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 554 

Smoke  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains  . . . . . . 280 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  146 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  . . . . . . . . 70 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Keeping  of  other  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . . . . . . . 31 

Refuse  Receptacles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,290 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . . . 506 

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice  . . . . . . . . 709 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  . . . . . . . . 9 

House  inspected  re  Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Brook  Courses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels  . . . . . . . . 2 

Offensive  accumulations . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Infestations  of  Insects,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Small  sewage  disposal  units  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Hairdressers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  RE  ! — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  46 

Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . 115 

Housing  Act,  1949-54  . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  . . . . . . 6 


Total  ..  ..  319 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 716 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  Premises  . . . . 10 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . 562 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 29 
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Shops  105 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 20 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  . . . . . . . . 144 

Number  referred  to  other  Departments  . . . . 3 

SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  . . . . . . 8 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  and  sewers  . . . . 54 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  in  cellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Offensive  accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 9 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ..  ..  ..  549 

Number  of  Notices  abated  ..  ..  ..  ..  314 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Houses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 83 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  . . . . 131 

Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 

Ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Staircases  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  . . . . . . . . 18 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  . . . . . . . . 52 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 5 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

BATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS,  ETC. 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . . . . . . . . 28 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  17 

New  bathrooms  constructed  . . . . . . . . 28 

Hot  water  systems  provided  . . . . . . . . 26 
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hXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 60 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Eaves  and  Downspouting  provided  or  repaired  . . 54 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . 11 

New  sculleries  built . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

DRAINAGE 

Downspouts  made  to  discharge  over  gulleys  . . . . 7 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 42 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 113 

Additional  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 40 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 32 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 45 

New  gully  traps  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 95 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  . . . . 280 

Soil  pipes  repaired  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

YARD  AND  OUTBUILDINGS 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 11 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

URINALS 

New  urinals  erected  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

PRIVIES,  PAIL  CLOSETS,  CESSPOOLS,  W.C.’S 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  . . . . . . 43 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  . . . . 57 

Defective  water  service  repaired  . . . . . . . . 19 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 15 

Cesspools  abolished  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

ASHPITS  AND  DUSTBINS 

Dustbin  renewals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . . . 162 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . . . 38 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . . . 7 
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HOUSING 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

All  the  work  entailed  in  dealing  with  applications  for  Improve- 
ment Grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Department — even  to  calculating 
the  maximum  permissible  rent  on  newly  improved  properties. 

At  the  present  time  the  amount  of  grant  is  forty  per  cent  of  the 
“approved  expenses”  and  as  can  be  seen  from  the  “Summary” 
detailed  below  the  average  amount  of  grant  received  by  each 
applicant  was  one  hundred  and  nine  pounds  (£109). 


SUMMARY 

Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  . . 32 

Number  of  applications  refused  or  withdrawn  . . . . 3 

Number  of  applications  approved  . . . . . . 32 

Number  of  dwellings  where  improvement  works  com- 
menced during  the  year  . . 21 

Total  amount  of  grant  paid  during  year  . . . . . . £2,604 

Average  amount  of  grant  per  application  . . . . £109 


For  the  year  1955  thirty-seven  applications  were  received  and 
some  thirty-four  were  approved  ; improvement  works  were 
completed  at  fifteen  houses  and  the  total  amount  of  grant  paid  out 
during  the  whole  of  the  year  was  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-four  pounds  (£1,244). 

The  work  entailed  in  dealing  with  Improvement  Grants  is 
most  interesting  and  rewarding.  Interesting  because  we  try  and 
give  all  help  and  advice  possible  to  applicants  in  the  numerous 
discussions  which  of  necessity  take  place.  Rewarding  also,  in  that 
it  just  shows  what  can  be  done  with  the  older  type  of  house  to  make 
it  attractive  and  labour-saving  to  the  housewife. 

What  a pity  it  is  that  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  has  never 
really  caught  the  imagination  of  property  owners. 

Can  it  be  that  the  “something  for  nothing”  offer  immediately 
arouses  suspicion  ? Is  it  that  the  independent  streak  in  the  Britisher 
makes  him  unable  to  accept  the  offer  of  monetary  help  ? Does  the 
fault  lie  in  a hazy  notion  that  there  will  be  masses  of  “red  tape” 
to  unravel  before  the  grant  is  given  ? Or  has  the  blare  of  Publicity 
passed  unheard  ? 

The  truth  is  hard  to  find  and  may  perhaps  be  found  in  a 
“mixture”  of  all  the  above  “ingredients.” 
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Strangely  enough  we  still  get  callers  at  the  Department  who 
say  they  have  “just  heard  about  the  Council’s  Scheme.”  This 
despite  various  talks  given  on  the  subject  ; information  published 
in  the  local  press  and  the  sending  out  of  a pamphlet  along  with  the 
rate  demand  notes  setting  out  some  of  the  salient  features  of  the 
scheme. 

The  latter  resulted  in  a spate  of  enquiries  but  there  seemed  to 
be  some  confusion  in  the  minds  of  the  enquirers  as  to  what  were 
repairs  and  what  were  improvements.  In  some  instances  too,  baths 
and  hot  water  circulating  systems  already  existed  in  the  sculleries 
of  the  houses  about  which  enquiry  was  made,  and  the  owners 
merely  wanted  these  removing  into  a separate  bathroom. 

I do  feel,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  the  scullery-cum-bathroom 
where  the  floor  space  is  very  restricted  the  work  entailed  in  making 
a separate  bathroom,  should  rank  for  grant. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

During  the  year  under  review  a really  concentrated  effort  was 
made  to  tackle  the  ever  present  problem  of  dealing  with  sub-standard 
houses. 

Forty  such  dwellings  were  “represented”  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  it  is  indeed  a pleasing  thought  that  the 
slum  clearance  programme  will  be  completed  during  the  course  of 
1957. 


WORK  IN  DEFAULT 


The  following  work  in  default  of  the  owners,  was  undertaken 
during  the  year,  notices  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
having  been  served  and  not  complied  with  : — 

Cost  of  Work 
Undertaken  by 

Address  of  Property  the  Council. 


No.  1 Station  Lane,  Crosshill 
No.  2 Station  Lane,  Crosshill 
No.  3 Station  Lane,  Crosshill 
No.  4 Station  Lane,  Crosshill 
No.  16  Jessop  Street,  Codnor 
’ No.  18  Jessop  Street,  Codnor 
No.  20  Jessop  Street,  Codnor 
No.  22  Jessop  Street  Codnor 
No.  2 Regent  Street,  Langley  Mill 


£102  10  9 
£81  9 9 
£120  3 11 
£170  2 9 
£150  19  7 
£176  7 0 
£205  0 10 
£158  3 9 
£119  19  0 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 
CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

What  a “White  Elephant”  this  Act  has  been  in  regard  to  the 
increasing  of  rents  and  certificates  of  disrepair.  Few  property 
owners  have  taken  advantage  of  its  provisions  to  raise  the  rents  of 
their  property,  and  few  tenants  have  applied  for  certificates  of 
disrepair. 

Indeed,  in  most  cases  where  certificates  were  issued  the  land- 
lords concerned  made  little  effort  to  undertake  any  repair  work. 

Two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (compared  with 
seventeen  for  1955),  were  received  and  both  were  granted. 

Two  applications  were  also  received  for  Revocation  Certificates, 
one  being  granted  and  one  refused. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  Section  1 1 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953. 


HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT. 


Property 

Result  at  end  of  year 

1 Park  Farm  Cottage,  Langley  Mill 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

2 

A J J»  ? ? 5 1 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

52  Derby  Road,  Heanor 

Demolished. 

54a  „ „ „ 

Demolished. 

56  ,,  ,,  „ • • 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

58  ,,  ,,  ,,  . . . . 

Demolished. 

46  „ „ „ 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

48  „ „ „ . . 

99  99  99 

50  „ „ „ .. 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

12  East  Nelson  Street,  Heanor  . . 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

13 

* ^ 9 5 9 9 99  99  •• 

99  99  99 

14 

1 ^ 99  99  99  99 

99  99  99 

118  Derby  Road,  Heanor 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

9 Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

11  9?  9 9 99  * ' • 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

8 The  Common,  Codnor 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

38  West  Hill,  Codnor 

99  99  99 

39 

y 99  99  99  • • • • 

99  99  99 

24  Nottingham  Road,  Codnor  . . 

99  99  99 

83  Jessop  Street,  Codnor 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

87  ,,  ,,  . . . 

99  99  99 
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1 The  Common,  Codnor 

2 ,,  ,,  j? 

3 55  55 

9 Boat  Lane,  Stoneyford 
10  „ „ 

23  Mill  Road,  Marlpool  . . 

13  Nelson  Street,  Heanor 
15  „ „ „ •• 

66  Alfreton  Road,  Codnor 
1 Bircumshaw  Road,  Heanor 


^ 55  55  55 

3 ,,  55  55 

4 55  55  55 

10  The  Nook,  Loscoe 
78  Derby  Road,  Heanor 

80  ,,  55  55 

5 Nelson  Street,  Heanor. . 


9 

11 


Demolition  Order  operative. 

95  95  99 

99  99  99 


99  99 


99  99  99 

Closing  Order  operative. 
Action  Pending. 


99 


99 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS  SERVED. 


20  Breach  Road,  Marlpool. 

1 Chapel  Street,  Marlpool 
52  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
54a  „ 


56 

58 


55  55 

55  55 

55  55 

55  55 


12  East  Nelson  Street,  Heanor. 

13,,  ,5  55  55 


1^  5?  59  55  55 

9 Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 
8 The  Common,  Mill  Lane,  Codnor. 

38  West  Hill,  Codnor 

39  „ 

24  Nottingham  Road,  Codnor 
1 The  Common,  Mill  Lane,  Codnor 


2 

3 


55 

95 


59  95  59 

59  95  55 


9 Boat  Lane,  Stoneyford 


10  „ 


55 

59 
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HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


Property 

9 East  Nelson  Street,  Heanor 
10  „ 

118  Breach  Road,  Langley 
20  Breach  Road,  Marlpool 
1 Chapel  Street,  Marlpool 
52  Derby  Road,  Heanor  . . 

54a  „ „ „ . . 

58  „ „ „ . . 

84  Breach  Road,  Marlpool 

1 Fair  View,  Heanor 

2 „ „ 

3 „ „ „ 

4 

^ 99  99  99 

5 5?  J5 


Property 
16  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 

12  55  55  55 

28  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 


Remarks 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Demolished  Voluntarily. 
Demolished  Voluntarily  for 
Factory  extension. 

9 9 99 

9 9 99 

99  9 9 

99  9 9 

9 9 9 9 


Remarks 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 


HOUSES  MADE  FIT. 


UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED. 
Property 

1 Park  Farm  Cottages,  Lang.  Mill 


50  Derby  Road,  Heanor 

18  ,,  ,5  ,, 

1 1 Thorpes  Road,  Heanor 
83  Jessop  Street,  Codnor 


Remarks 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
Undertaking  to  repair. 
Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
Undertaking  to  repair. 
Undertaking  not  to  relet. 


CLOSING  ORDERS. 

Property 

23  Mill  Road,  Marlpool  (formerly  No.  21). 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual 
Unqit  Houses  and  those  houses  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Demolition  Closing  Orders 
Orders  and  Undertakings 


No.  of  Houses  No.  of  Houses 
Houses  Occupied  Houses  Occupied 


Heanor  Ward 

10 

4 

11 

2 

Langley  Mill  Ward 

7 

3 

6 

2 

Langley  & Marlpool  Ward  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

1 

Loscoe  Ward 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Codnor  Ward 

19 

5 

5 

2 

Total 

36 

12 

30 

7 

HOUSING 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE 

STATISTICS. 
AREAS  AND 

UNFIT 

HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

(Housing  Act  1936  & Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954) 

Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced  during 
year 

Persons  | Families 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

Nil 

Nil 

! Nil 

arrangement,  etc. 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

27,  Housing  Act,  1936 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1936  

9 

44 

13 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED. 


(5) 

Under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 
and  Section  10  (i)  and  11  (2)  Local 
Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act,  1954 

19 

37 

10 

(6) 

Under  Sections  3 (1)  and  3 (2)  Housing 
Act,  1949  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 
12,  Housing  Act,  1936 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED. 


(8)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Author- 
ity   

(9)  After  formal  notice  under — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(10)  Under  Section  5,  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954 

| By  Owner 

1 

| 

By  Local 
Authority 

291 

14 

3 

Nil 

1 

5 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (HOUSING  REPAIRS 
AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954). 

Position  at  end  of  year  : 

(11)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  2 

(b)  Under  Section  3 

(c)  Under  Section  4 

(12)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
Under  Section  6 . . 

1 Number  of  sep- 
J arate  dwellings 
No.  of  1 contained  in  coh 
Houses  1 umns  (1)  (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT. 

(13)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
included  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders 
or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  year 

No.  of 
Houses 

(1) 

No.  of  occupants 
of  houses  in  col- 
umns (1) 

(2) 

Nil 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED. 
DURING  1956  IN  WARDS 
Langley  Langley  & 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 

Heanor 

Nil 

5 

Mill 

50 

9 

Marlpool 

7 

5 

Loscoe 

23 

5 

Codnor 

Nil 

10 

Totals 

5 

59 

12 

28 

10 

By  Local  Authority  . . 

80 

By  Private  Enterprise 

34 

Total 

114 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1923 


Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1923 

6 



42 

48 

1924 

— 

8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

— 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

142 

248 

1939 

— 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

13 

13 

1946 

Pre  50  fabs 

30 

80 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

1 

91 

1949 

155 

10 

165 

1950 

121 

— 

21 

142 

1951 

84 

— 

13 

97 

1952 

82 

8 

90 

1953 

70 

- 

32 

102 

1954 

117 

32 

149 

1955 

71 

42 

113 

1956 

80 

— 

34 

114 

Totals  . . 

1,651 

216 

1,411 

3,278 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


During  the  year  nineteen  families  living  in  condemned  houses, 
were  rehoused  by  the  Council.  This  total  represents  seven  more 
than  the  number  rehoused  from  such  premises  in  1955. 

With  regard  to  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses, 
Mr.  M.  Gascoyne,  the  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  HOUSES 

Number  of  householder  applicants  . . . . 246 

Number  of  Lodger  applicants  252 

498 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  BUNGALOWS 

Number  of  Householder  applicants  . . . . 189 

Number  of  Lodger  applicants  . . . . . . 40 

229 


Total  number  of  applicants  . . . . . . . . 727 


When  compared  with  the  total  of  applicants  for  the  year  1955, 
the  above  total  shows  a decrease  of  seventeen  applications. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

During  the  yea**  thirty-nine  (39)  visits  were  made  to  caravans. 
Six  applications  to  station  and  use  caravans  were  received  and 
granted. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  (146)  visits  were  made  to  factories 
during  the  year. 
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OUTWORKERS 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 10  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  forty-one  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  107 
outworkers  were  received  during  the  year.  Particulars  relating  to 
seventeen  outworkers  resident  outside  the  area  were  forwarded  to 
the  local  authorities  concerned. 

A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  area  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  August  list,  together  with  the  nature  of  homework, 


is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

No.  of  Outworkers 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Premises 

Females 

Hosiery 

5 

5 

Lace  and  Netting 

5 

5 

Clothing 

26 

26 
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DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1954 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

The  draft  Byelaws  for  securing  cleanliness  of  the  premises 
registered,  and  of  instruments,  equipment  and  towels,  etc.,  as  well 
as  the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  in  hairdressers  and  barbers 
shops,  duly  received  the  approval  of  the  Minister. 

One  free  copy  of  the  Byelaws  was  then  issued  in  respect  of  each 
establishment,  and  a charge  of  one  shilling  (1/-)  per  copy  was  made 
in  respect  of  any  additional  quantities  required. 

A complete  survey  of  all  hairdressers  and  barbers  shops  was 
then  carried  out  and  in  all  some  twenty-nine  (29)  premises  were 
inspected. 

In  most  cases  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  visits  to  infected  houses  . . . . . . . . 70 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  . . . . . . . . 37 

Number  of  notices  to  Librarians  . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  Library  books  disinfected  . . . . . . 30 

Number  of  lots  of  bedding  destroyed  upon  request  . . . . 4 
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DISINFESTATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Bugs  Other  Insects  Total 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  1 6 7 

Number  of  rooms  treated  4 24  28 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  received  the  Royal  As:ent  on  the  5th 
July  of  that  year.  31st  December,  1956  was  fixed  as  the  “appointed 
day”  on  which  certain  provision  relating  to  the  installation  of  new 
furnaces,  heights  of  chimneys,  smoke  control  areas,  pollution  from 
colliery  spoilbanks,  etc.,  came  into  operation. 

This  vitally  important  legislation  may  provide  us  with  the 
“tools”  we  require,  but  goodness  only  knows  where  we  shall  find 
the  time  to  use  them,  the  demands  on  the  Department  being  so 
great  in  other  spheres. 

A full  Report  on  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  submitted  to  your 
Health  Committee  and  it  was  decided  that  a further  report  on 
smoke  control  areas  be  prepared. 


DRAINS 

Those  who  do  not  live  in  a colliery  district  may  well  ponder 
why  such  a mundane  subject  as  drains,  should  find  a place  in  an 
annual  report  of  this  nature. 

Those  who  know  full  well  the  ravages  wrought  by  coal  mining 
subsidence,  as  indeed  we  do  in  this  District,  are  constantly  reminded 
of  the  all  important  part  played  by  drains  in  environmental 
sanitation.  Reminded  in  no  uncertain  manner  when  the  fall  of  the 
drain  becomes  reversed  ; when  the  drains  are  frequently  blocked 
due  to  fractured  pipes  ; when  foul  smells  are  experienced  inside 
the  house,  and  so  on. 

Reflect  a while  on  the  fact  that  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  (554) 
drainage  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  some  two 
hundred  and  eighty  (280)  smoke  and  colour  tests  made  and  some 
idea  will  then  be  gained  of  the  magnitude  of  this  problem — for 
problem  it  is  : and  the  demands  on  the  Department  increase  year 
by  year. 
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Testing  of  drains  is  a mucky  and  uncongenial  job,  which,  more 
often  than  not  leaves  its  mark  on  the  clothes  we  wear,  but  its  got 
to  be  done. 

I believe  that  in  the  matter  of  drainage  work  we  are  too  hide- 
bound by  traditional  materials  and  that  better  use  could  be  made, 
particularly  in  this  area,  of  pitch  fibre  pipes. 

This  type  of  pipe  was  first  developed  in  America  and  has  been 
used  there  for  many  years.  No  jointing  compound  is  necessary  : 
a piece  of  stout  wood  being  placed  against  the  coupling  and  the 
length  of  pipe  driven  home  by  means  of  a hammer.  In  4in.  and  6in. 
diameter  the  standard  length  of  the  pipe  is  8feet.  Shorter  lengths 
can  be  cut  by  merely  using  a coarse  toothed  handsaw.  Obviously, 
these  pipes  can  be  laid  speedily  in  all  weathers  ; there  is  no  waiting 
for  cement  joints  to  set  either  before  testing  can  be  carried  out  or 
before  in-filling  can  start. 


REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1956. 


Summary  of  observations 

taken 

at  the 

Memorial 

Park, 

Heanor,  by 

Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor  : — 

Inches 

Days  of  Rain 

January 

3.25 

on 

17 

February 

0.91 

99 

8 

March 

0.37 

99 

4 

April 

1.65 

8 

May 

0.79 

„ 

7 

June 

3.28 

15 

July 

4.86 

99 

12 

August 

6.76 

99 

23 

September 

3.56 

„ 

12 

October 

1.35 

99 

10 

November 

1.14 

99 

10 

December 

2.99 

99 

12 

Total 

30.91 

99 

138 

1955 

..  21.21 

105 

1954 

..  31.34 

150 

1953 

. . 23.32 

114 

1952 

. . 22.75 

,, 

112 

1951 

. . 28.96 

f9 

144 

1950 

. . 25.38 

f9 

135 

1949 

. . 23.64 

99 

112 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 


The  year  1956  proved  uneventful  as  far  as  the  Public  Cleansing 
Service  was  concerned  : and  save  for  some  slight  delay  in  January 
and  February  a weekly  collection  was  maintained. 

The  uncongenial  work  of  refuse  collection  goes  on  from  day 
to  day  unheeded  and  unsung,  until  the  chance  impact  of  weather 
conditions,  or  perhaps  the  breakdown  of  lorries,  jolt  householders 
into  suddenly  realising  that  their  bins  have  not  been  emptied. 

Immediately,  then  the  public  cleansing  service  is  brought  to 
mind,  and,  equally  as  quickly,  queries  follow  as  to  why  the  bins 
have  not  received  their  customary  attention — and  the  expression 
“What  do  we  pay  our  rates  for”  is  frequently  to  be  heard  ! 

When  once  again  “normal  service  has  been  resumed”  all 
thoughts  of  the  diustbin  man  again  lapse  into  the  limbo  of  the 
forgotten. 

A plea,  therefore,  to  the  householder  to  give  more  thought  not 
only  to  the  difficulties  which  beset  any  refuse  collection  service, 
not  only  to  the  workmen  who  are  the  backbone  of  such  a service, 
but  also  to  the  cost  of  operating  the  collections.  By  so  doing  I feel 
certain  that  much  of  the  rubbish  placed  in  dustbins  through  force 
of  habit,  would  instead,  find  its  way  to  the  kitchen  fire,  thereby 
reducing  the  bulk  of  refuse  to  be  removed. 

The  curse  of  refuse  collection  is  “bulk”,  because  bulky  refuse 
obviously  increases  the  cost  of  collection.  Yet,  whilst  there  has  been 
a noticeable  reduction  in  the  cinder  content  of  the  dustbin,  there  has 
on  the  other  hand,  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  wastepaper, 
cartons,  cardboard  etc.,  due  no  doubt  to  the  increased  packaging 
of  goods. 

All  these  add  to  the  bulk  of  refuse  removed  for  disposal,  and 
increases  the  number  of  journeys  that  the  lorries  have  to  make — 
small  wonder  then  that  each  year  sees  the  cost  of  refuse  collection 
steadily  rising. 

With  such  thoughts  in  mind  your  Elealth  Committee  wisely 
decided  to  purchase  a “W”  type  fore  and  aft  tipper,  capacity 
seventeen  cubic  yards  from  Messrs.  Shelvoke  and  Drewry,  Letch- 
worth.  Delivery  of  this  lorry  was  taken  on  the  1st  January  and  it 
was  allocated  to  the  Codnor  Gang,  the  reason  for  so  doing  being 
the  fact  that  longer  hauls  to  the  tips  were  necessary  from  this 
particular  area  of  the  District. 
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For  many  years  the  lack  of  a suitable,  centrally  situated  Depot 
has  been  of  concern  to  the  Council — there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  a 
very  urgent  requirement. 

Employees  of  Local  Authorities  should  be  afforded  comparable 
conditions  with  Industry  in  the  matter  of  the  provision  of  washing 
facilities,  locker  accommodation,  canteen,  messroom  etc.  Partic- 
ularly is  the  need  for  such  facilities  apparent  when  considering  the 
work  of  refuse  collection — a dusty,  dirty,  job.  Nevertheless,  it 
should  be  possible  for  the  workmen  to  come  to  work  in  their 
ordinary  clothes,  change  into  working  clothes,  and  vice  versa  at  the 
end  of  a day’s  work,  after  having  had  a “shower”  before  changing. 
It  should  be  possible  for  them  to  have  their  mid-day  meal  in  comfort. 
Let  us  hope  then  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  a suitable  site 
for  a really  up-to-date  depot  may  be  found. 


A Survey  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  would  indeed  be 
incomplete  if  no  mention  was  made  of  the  incidence  of  sickness  and 
absenteeism  etc.  throughout  the  past  year. 

Each  quarter  a full  report  was  submitted  to  your  Health  Com- 
mittee wherein  details  were  given  of  the  number  of  hours  lost  due 
to  sickness  and  other  causes,  extracts  from  which  are  set  out  below. 

The  total  amount  of  Sickness  Benefit  paid  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  was  two  hundred  and  three  pounds  eighteen  shillings 
and  eleven  pence  (£203  18s.  lid.). 

This,  when  compared  with  the  amount  for  the  previous  year 
shows  a reduction  of  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  one  penny  (£107  7s.  Id.),  a commendable  trend  which  I hope 
will  continue  in  the  future. 
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The  undermentioned  summaries  may  prove  of  interest. 


SUMMARY  A. 


Report  No. 
and 
Period 

Total 

Working 

Hours 

Possible 

Sick 

Pay 

Hours 

Lost 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Hours 

Lost 

Other 

Time 

Lost 

Hours 

1 

Total 

Sickness 

Payments 

A verage 
Weekly 
cost  of 
Sickness 
Payments 

(25) 

26-12-55  to 
25-3-56 

13272 

9141 

173 

214 

£ s.  d. 
96  19  5 

£ s.  d. 

7 9 2 

(26) 

26-3-56  to 
24-6-56 

12922 

1551 

33 

93 

12  13  10 

19  6 

(27) 

25-6-56  to 
23-9-56 

11999 

5851 

160 

97 

79  11  7 

6 2 5 

(28) 

24-9-56  to 
23-12-56 

13707 

88 

1711 

1611 

14  14  1 

1 2 7 

SUMMARY  B. 


Percentage  of  hours  lost  due  to : 

Report  No. 
and  Period 

Paid 

Sickness 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Other  Time 
Lost 

Total 

(25) 

26-12-55  to 
25-3-56 

6.9 

1.3 

1.6 

9.8 

(26) 

26-3-56  to 
24-6-56 

1.2 

0.26 

0.72 

2.18 

(27) 

25-6-56  to 
23-9-56 

4.88 

1.33 

0.81 

7.02 

(28) 

24-9-56  to 
23-12-56 

0.64 

1.25 

1.18 

3.07 
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Comparison  of  the  above  details  with  those  of  1955  show  that 
whereas  the  sum  of  ninety-six  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five 
pence  (£96  15s.  5d.)  was  paid  out  in  sickness  benefit  during  the  first 
quarter  cf  1956,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  three  pence  (£246  9s.  3d.)  was  paid  out  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1955. 

No  other  period  either  in  1955  or  1956  saw  the  quarterly 
sickness  expenditure  so  high,  which  lends  emphasis  again  to  the  fact 
that,  as  far  as  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  is  concerned,  it  is  during 
the  months  of  January,  February  and  March  that  sickness  among 
workmen  takes  its  heaviest  toll. 

There  has  been  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  percentage  of 
hours  lost  due  to  “unpaid  sickness,”  and  also  occasional  absenteeism. 

Of  the  possible  number  of  working  hours  5.3%  were  lost,  due 
to  sickness  and  absenteeism.  This  is  a considerable  improvement 
when  compared  with  the  position  in  1955. 

Six  workmen  left  your  employ  during  the  year  and  no  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  replacing  them. 

Mr.  Bill  Wood  retired  after  serving  the  Council  for  some 
twenty-three  years,  and  I well  recall  a remark  which  he  made  to  me 
shortly  before  his  retirement  “Gaffer,”  he  said,  “If  I’d  my  time  to 
do  over  again  I should  still  do  binning.” 

I wonder  how  many  in  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  to-day 
would  echo  those  sentiments. 

One  often  hears  it  said  that  “It  is  an  ill-wind  which  blows 
nobody  any  good.”  Which  can  perhaps  be  said  about  the  revaluation 
of  property  for  rating  purposes,  for  itv  as  an  outcome  of  this,  coupled 
with  the  consequent  increase  in  the  product  of  a penny  rate,  which 
led  your  Health  Committee  once  more  to  consider  the  provision  of  a 
Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme. 

Of  the  Schemes  detailed  in  my  report  to  your  Health  Committee 
it  was  wisely  decided  that  the  provision  of  bins  by  means  of  a 
rate-borne  charge  would  be  most  practicable,  and  one  which  would 
reduce  the  need  for  extra  clerical  work  in  the  Department  to  a 
minimum. 

Briefly  the  scheme  envisaged  levying  a Dd.  rate  to  cover  the 
cost  of  supplying  replacement  dustbins,  in  much  the  saTe  manner  as 
a rate  is  levied  to  cover  the  cost  of  public  lighting,  maintenance  of 
roads  and  sewers  etc.  Essentially  the  scheme  is  one  for  the  replace- 
ment of  defective  dustbins  and  hence  newly  constructed  houses 
would  not  come  within  its  scope. 
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As  I write  these  words  the  prospects  of  operating  a Municipal 
Dustbin  Scheme  in  this  District  never  looked  more  “rosier,”  since 
it  now  only  remains  for  the  Council’s  approval  to  be  obtained. 

I would  here  like  to  express  to  your  Foreman  and  all  the 
workmen  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  and  cheerful  manner  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  their  work  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Disposal  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  continued  as  formerly. 
Two  tips  are  in  operation,  one  at  Commonside,  Heanor  and  the 
other  at  Aldercar. 

Both  sites  will  afford  tipping  space  for  a good  number  of  years. 
One  difficulty  is  the  long  haul  from  Codnor  to  Aldercar,  but  this  no 
doubt  will  be  minimised  when  the  new  seventeen  cu.  yard  S.  and  D. 
Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  is  brought  into  operation. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  a certain  section  of  Commonside 
tip  is  too  close  to  part  of  the  Marlpool  Housing  Estate — though 
the  tip  was  established  many  many  years  before  the  houses  were 
erected.  And,  although  everything  possible  was  done  to  complete 
this  particular  sector  during  the  Winter  months,  Summer  came  and 
found  the  sector  not  completed  “The  best  laid  schemes  O’  mice  a 
men  gang  aft  agley  !” 

As  anticipated  complaints  were  voiced  in  no  uncertain  manner 
regarding  smells,  crickets,  flies,  and  so  on  and  so  on.  Indeed,  it 
appeared  that  all  the  insects  could  be  readily  identified  as  having 
“come  from  the  Council’s  tip.” 

Needless  to  say  appropriate  precautions  had  been  taken  well  in 
advance  of  the  advent  of  warmer  weather,  in  that  regular  dusting  of 
the  tip  with  Gammexane  powder  had  been  carried  out  and  continued 
throughout  the  Summer. 

It  was,  however,  gratifying  to  learn  that  when  the  Members  of 
your  Health  Committee  made  a tour  of  inspections  of  this  tip  no 
cause  for  complaint  could  be  found. 

Perhaps  if  the  tip  was  “out  of  sight”  it  might  also  be  “out  of 
mind.” 

It  was  wisely  decided  to  negotiate  with  the  National  Coal 
Board  for  the  purchase  of  a small  paddock  adjoining  Commonside 
tip.  This  land  in  its  present  state  is  of  little  use  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  conditions  are  made  all  the  more  objectionable  by 
the  spreading  out  of  a stream  into  areas  of  stagnating  water. 

Culverting,  of  course,  will  be  required  and  will  no  doubt  prove 
costly  ; nevertheless  controlled  tipping  over  this  site  will  eventually 
not  only  remove  a source  of  nuisance,  but  provide  valuable  land 
for  the  future. 
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COST  STATEMENT  1956-57. 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

Item 

1 

2 

3 

4 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

(i)  Labour 

9073 

2889 

11962 

(ii)  Transport 

4019 

180 

4199 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

and  buildings  . . 

1407 

101 

1508 

(iv)  Other  items 

17 

112 

129 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure  . . 

14516 

3282 

17798 

Gross  Income 

12 

2703 

2715 

3 

Net  Cost 

14504 

579 

15083 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

— 

— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

UNIT  COSTS 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

16  1 

5 1 

21  2 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

only 

7 5 

4 

7 9 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 

ton 

25  9 

1 0 

26  9 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  . . 

602 

24 

626 

9 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  premises  . . 

1874 

75 

1949 

Population  at  30th  June,  1956  . . . . . . 24,080  persons. 

Total  refuse  collected  (Test  Weighings)  . . 1 1,290  tons. 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days 

to  year)  . . . . . . . . . . 25.7  cwts. 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected  . . . . . . . . . . 7,739 

SALVAGE 

The  total  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvage  was 
£2,775  7s.  0d.,  and  shows  a slight  reduction  of  approximately  £113 
when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  greater  part  of  the  total  income  is  derived  from  the  sale 
of  waste  paper,  but  collection  activities  have  been  “hamstrung”  by 
the  quota  system  imposed  by  the  Mills. 

It  is  very  frustrating  to  know  that  more  waste  paper  is  available 
than  ever  before,  and  yet  owing  to  economic  factors  we  cannot 
expand  our  collections  to  take  advantage  of  this.  As  I see  it  the 
immediate  future  holds  little  hope  that  the  Mills  will  require  increased 
tonnage. 
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SALVAGE  BONUS  SCHEME 

The  salvage  Bonus  Scheme  continued  throughout  the  year,  and 
judging  by  the  number  of  queries  one  gets  as  to  “How  much  has  the 
Bonus  made  this  month  ?”  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  now  looked 
upon  as  an  integral  part  of  the  wage  packet. 

Some  modification  was,  however,  made  to  the  scheme  in  a 3 
much  as  a “penalty  clause”  was  introduced  with  the  sole  purpose 
of  discouraging  occasional  absenteeism. 

The  new  clause  stipulated  that  any  workman  absent  without 
giving  prior  notice  of  his  intention  not  to  attend  work  on  a certain 
day,  or,  absent  without  producing  a medical  certificate,  should  not 
be  paid  one  quarter  of  the  monthly  bonus  if  absent  during  one 
week,  or,  half  the  bonus  if  absent  during  two  weeks  in  any  particular 
month,  or  three  quarters  of  the  bonus  if  absent  during  three  weeks 
and,  if  absent  during  four  weeks  of  the  month  no  payment  of  bonus 
would  be  made. 

The  total  amount  of  salvage  bonus  paid  during  the  year  was 
eight  hundred  and  eight  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence 
(£808  19s.  6d.)  as  compared  with  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  two  pence  (£916  16s.  2d.)  for  1955.  The  re- 
duction in  the  amount  was  of  course,  due  to  the  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  waste  paper  sold,  because  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Mills  on  the  quantities  of  waste  paper  they  would  accept. 

Nevertheless,  the  amount  received  by  each  workman  during 
1956  was  twenty-three  pounds  five  shillings  and  one  penny 
(£23  5s.  Id.). 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  income  derived  from  the  automatic  locks,  etc.,  is  detailed 
hereunder  : — 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 


Heanor  — Market  Place 
Conveniences 
“Wash  & Brush-up” . . 

Mayfield  Avenue 
Conveniences 
Pleasure  Grounds 
Conveniences 

Langley  Mill — 

Conveniences 

Codnor — 

Conveniences 

Marlpool — 

Conveniences 


251  11  7 
40  5 0 


291 

16 

7 

. . 4 

17 

7 

..  1 

4 

1 

. . 27 

17 

0 

. . 24 

13 

11 

. . 12 

4 

6 

Total  ..£362  13  8 


The  total  income  from  the  public  conveniences  increased  by 
about  fifty-seven  pounds  (£57)  when  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

All  the  Public  Conveniences  in  the  District  come  under  the 
management  of  the  Health  Department,  and  members  of  the  Staff 
collect  the  monies  from  the  automatic  locks.  Part-time  attendants 
undertake  the  necessary  cleaning  work. 

Despite  the  various  measures  taken  to  prevent  damaging  of 
the  conveniences  by  hooligans,  the  same  woeful  story  can  be  told  of 
water  service  pipes  being  wrenched  from  the  walls  ; W.C.  seats 
stolen  or  smashed  ; chain  pulls  and  toilet  roll  holders  stolen,  and 
so  on.  It  is  amazing  too,  to  see  the  variety  of  things  from  ’bus 
tickets  to  “sucker”  sticks,  which  find  their  way  into  the  automatic 
locks.  Here  too,  as  with  other  acts  of  vandalism,  it  seems  virtually 
impossible  to  prevent  such  things  happening. 

What  a pity  it  is  that  peaceful  law-abiding  citizens  who  have  a 
sense  of  civic  pride,  should  be  penalised  by  fools  who  appear  strong 
in  the  arm  but  very  very  weak  in  the  head. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


This  work  is  undertaken  by  your  part-time  Rodent  Operative, 
Mr.  F.  Green,  who  devotes  twenty-five  hours  each  week  to  this 
service.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  also  carry  out  treat- 
ments as  occasion  arises. 

A summary  of  the  last  sewer  treatment  of  the  year  undertaken 
during  the  peiiod  16th  to  25th  April  is  given  below  : — 


Section 

No.  of 
Manholes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

Complete 

Partial 

1 — Heanor 

11 

4 

_ 

2 — Heanor 

12 

- 

— 

3 — Langley  & Marlpool 

13 

- 

- 

4 — Langley  Mill 

6 

- 

- 

5 — Loscoe  & Denby 

3 

— • 

- 

6 — Codnor 

5 

- 

- 

7 — Aldercar  & Woodlinkin  . . 

6 

2 

- 

Totals  . . 

56 

6 

Nil 

No  charge  is  made  for  treatments  carried  out  at  private  dwelling 
houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Cwts. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tomatoes  . . 

8 

100 

5 

Beans 

1 

11 

10 

Peas 

2 

64 

5i 

Other  Vegetables 

— 

44 

ei 

Soups 

1 

6 

2i 

Luncheon  Meat  . . 

1 

19 

2 

Meat  Loaf 

— 

14 

12 

Ham 

— 

92 

5 

Pork  

— 

2 

4J 

Chicken  . . 

— 

4 

12 

Tongue 

2 

3 

— 

Corned  Beef 

1 

49 

1 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

— 

91 

Jellied  Veal 

— - 

19 

8 

Meat  Puddings 

— 

3 

15 

Beef  Suet 

— 

3 

8 

Sausages 

— 

4 

13 

Meat  Paste 

— 

6 

8 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

1 

10 

10 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Salad  . . 

13 

35 

H 

Apple  Puddings 

— 

36 

Dried  Fruit 

— 

45 

— 

Cherries 

— 

7 

— 

Milk  and  Cream 

2 

1 

10J 

Rice  Puddings 

— 

32 

151 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

2 

80 

14f 

Sauce 

— 

11 

41 

Pickles 

— 

94 

5f 

Cake 

— 

1 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

— 

4 

3 

Coffee 

— 

— 

5 

Potatoes 

2 

— 

— 

Liquid  Frozen  Egg 

— 

28 

— 

Home-killed  Beef 

50 

101 

14 

Total 

95 

45 

n 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  publication  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee’s  Report 
on  Slaughterhouses  was  deemed  to  be  the  first  decisive  step  towards 
resolving  the  age  old  problem  of  the  survival,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
private  slaughterhouse. 

It  was  hoped  that  as  an  outcome  of  this  report  a national  policy 
in  regard  to  slaughterhouses  would  soon  follow,  and  that  at  last 
both  local  authorities  and  the  Trade  would  know  exactly  what  was 
required  of  them. 

Some  twenty-one  months  have  passed  since  the  report  was 
presented  and  still  the  necessary  legislation  is  awaited.  Naturally, 
progressive  Butchers  in  the  District  enquire  from  time  to  time,  as 
to  what  will  be  required  of  them,  for  it  goes  without  saying  that  they, 
as  well  as  the  Local  Authority  are  anxious  to  see  this  problem 
finally  and  speedily  resolved. 

Presuming  that  future  requirements  might  closely  follow  the 
standards  recommended  in  the  White  Paper,  a summary  of  these 
was  made  and  forwarded  to  each  occupier  of  a licensed  slaughter- 
house in  order  that  comparison  might  be  made  with  existing 
facilities,  and  to  emphasise  the  possible  extent  of  the  work  required 
by  future  legislation. 

Few,  if  any,  of  the  Butchers  had  read  the  Interdepartmental 
Report  and  hence  when  they  had  duly  “digested”  the  summary 
forwarded  to  them  by  the  Department,  their  remarks  were  pithy, 
very  much  to  the  point  and,  in  the  main,  unprintable. 

In  January  a meeting  was  convened  by  the  Derby  Corporation 
to  discuss  with  other  Local  Authorities,  in  the  County,  the  report 
and  recommendations  of  the  White  Paper  on  Slaughterhouses. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  therein  recommended  that  a 
public  abattoir  situated  at  Derby,  should  provide  slaughtering 
facilities  for  some  seventeen  neighbouring  Authorities. 

The  outcome  of  the  meeting,  however,  proved  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  most  of  the  Authorities  present  desired  to  “paddle 
their  own  canoe.” 

Your  Health  Committee  then  decided  that  perhaps  a useful 
purpose  would  be  served  by  discussions  with  representatives  from 
those  Authorities  contiguous  to  our  boundary.  To  this  end  in- 
vitations were  extended  to  the  Borough  of  Ilkeston  and  the  Urban 
District  Councils  of  Alfreton  and  Ripley,  to  attend  a meeting  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  Heanor.  The  outcome  of  this  meeting, 
again  gave  emphasis  to  the  fact  that  each  local  Authority  preferred 
to  tackle  this  problem  in  a manner  which  best  suited  the  peculiarities 
and  needs  of  their  own  Districts. 

New  Slaughterhouse  Byelaws  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  October,  the  previous  ones  having  been  made  in  1925. 

Meat  inspection  duties  entailed  working  overtime,  particularly 
on  Monday  evenings  each  week  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  it  was 
possible  to  maintain  a 100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956,  and  a full  report  dealing 
in  particular  with  the  more  “controversial”  points  of  the  Regulations 
was  submitted  to  your  Health  Committee. 
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Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  (2,580)  carcases  were 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  set  out  below  is  a summary  giving 
the  incidence  of  disease,  etc.,  found. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

121 

Heifers 

285 

200 

18 

1542 

414 

Number  inspected 

121 

285 

200 

18 

1542 

414 

A lldiseasesexcept  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 



1 

1 





_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

9 

25 

50 

1 

26 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

7.44 

9.12 

25.5 

5.55 

1.69 

1.93 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 

(7.06) 

(9.04) 

(15.3) 

(-) 

(1.19) 

(0.97) 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

13 

28 

39 

— 

— 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

10.74 

9.82 

20.00 

4.59 

Tuberculosis 

(4.7) 

(9.04) 

(20.07) 

(-) 

(-) 

(4.51) 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 



4 









Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 













Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1955 


One  carcase  of  a cow  was  found  to  be  infected  with  Foot  and 
and  Mouth  Disease  and  was  therefore  condemned.  This  necessitated 
the  slaughter  of  the  in-contact  animals,  namely  three  beasts  and  five 
pigs. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Samples. — During  the  year  ten  samples  of  milk  were 
obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby  for  exami- 
nation. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologists  reports  is  set  out  hereunder  : 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 

6 

2 

8 

25% 

Phosphatase  Test 

5 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Tubercule  Bacilli 

5 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Total  . . 

16 

2 

18 

Registration  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949  : — 


Distributors  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . . . P, 

Distributors  from  outside  the  area  . . . . . . 8 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . 6 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the  use  of  special 
designations  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  Dealers  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised  . . 

( b ) Supplementary  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised  . . 


11 

12 

1 

5 

4 

2 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Eighty-five  samples,  including  forty-three  milks,  were  taken 
during  the  year. 

One  sample  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk,  retailed  by  a Dairy  Co., 
contained  added  water,  and  a sample  of  T.T.  Farm  bottled  milk 
was  deficient  in  fat.  Caution  Notices  were  issued. 
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Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  lead  content  of  Soft 
Drinks  and  Beer.  These  are  liable  to  contamination  with  lead  and 
it  is  desirable  to  limit  the  contamination  to  low  amounts.  A sample 
of  Ice  Cream  Soda  contained  lead  in  excess  of  the  limit  proposed 
by  the  Food  Standards  Committee  of  the  Ministry.  Further  samples 
were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 

ice  cream  samples. — During  the  year  eleven  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby, 
for  examination. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  is  set  out  here- 
under : — 


Classification 

. 

Provisional  Grade 

Where  Manufactured 

\ 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Within  the  district. . 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

6 

Outside  the  district 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Totals  . . 

9 

1 

- 

1 

11 

SHOPS  ACT 


The  duties  of  Shops’  Inspector  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  G. 
Bassford,  whose  report  is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  premises  and  businesses 
which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Act  and  the  Young 
Persons  Employment  Act,  at  the  31st  December,  1956. 


Retail  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 389 

Street  Traders  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Wholesale  Warehouses 5 

Canteens 8 

Coal  Merchants’  Offices  . . . . . . . . 3 

Licensed  Premises 50 

Premises  and  Businesses  where  young  persons  are  em- 
ployed (not  under  the  Factories  Act) 5 


Total  . . 496 
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Of  the  Retail  Shops  164  employ  assistants.  152  evenings  and 
20  Sundays  were  devoted  by  your  Shops’  Inspector  during  the  year 
in  carrying  out  his  duties. 

164  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  12  notices  were  served  and 
11  notices  abated — these  were  served  in  the  main  for  omitting  to 
display  the  necessary  forms  required  by  the  various  sections  of  the 
Act. 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  interest  during  the  year  ; also  to  the  Clerk,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  my  Colleagues  for  their  valued  co-operation. 

It  is  my  good  fortune  that  the  members  of  my  Staff  are  keen, 
hard-working  and  conscientious,  having  at  heart  the  prestige  of  the 
Department.  To  them  I express  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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